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picked up on the return journey, thus enormously lightening loads and facilitating rapid travel.
My plan was to use a motor-balloon of large capacity for a..quick approach to the South Pole^ then probably descending upon the continent and completing the work of exploration, and the return trip to the base established by steamship at the edge of the land, by means of sledges and dogs carried in the airship. But investigation disclosed that the winds of the Antarctic continent blow almost constantly, and with considerable violence, down from the great interior plateau toward the surrounding sea. In other words, the prevailing winds blow in precisely the wrong direction for those who would use an airship as a means of approach to the South Pole,
It is not improbable special circumstances will be found in which the motor-balloon becomes available for commercial purposes, such as the maintenance of communication between islands and the mainland, or between a mountain town and the valley down below. Xor is there any doubt that an airship of special design could be advantageously employed in the effort to scale Mt. McKinley or explore other difficult regions and mountains.